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WEDNESDAY, 22 JANUARY 2020

RED SQUIRREL PHOTOGRAPHY
TIPS & GUIDANCE

Photographing any wildlife can be challenging, so I am
sharing some 8ps in rela8on to photographing Red
Squirrels with ﬂash that I hope others may ﬁnd useful.
You Will Need To Put Your Camera Into Manual Mode
To make use of Oﬀ Camera Flash, you will need to put your
camera into manual mode, you can then dial in the ShuFer
Speed, Aperture & ISO. I will provide guidance on these
seJngs in rela8on to the ambient light on the day of the
workshop and you may need to adjust these during the day,
so have a prac8ce of controlling your cameras ShuFer Speed,
Aperture & ISO at home.

1

Focusing Tips
Depending on your make and model of camera you have,
using con8nuous focus is probably your best star8ng point,
but if you ﬁnd that your lens or camera are struggling, here is
a liFle trick from the old days of sports photography. Turn of
con8nuous AF and try using back buFon focus with a single
focus point. By doing this you can then trip the shuFer
without altering the focus and if you pre focus on where the
squirrels might sit, feed and eat, you will increase the
chances of geJng some good shots that are in focus. Most
cameras can be set up to do back buFon focus, check your
manual or bring it with you. See if there is a YouTube video
that will show you how to do this.

Ligh<ng With Flash
I will provide guidance on how and where to set up the
ligh8ng equipment you will be using, but you will need to
think about the type of ligh8ng that is appropriate for the
types of images you want to create. APer taking a few images
and reviewing them, try adjus8ng the power of the lights
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from the trigger on your camera rather than moving the
lights, if you need help just ask OK.
Here are some other star8ng points and ideas in rela8on to
ﬂash.
If your inten8on is to combine ﬂash with the ambient light to
make the images look more natural, look where the natural
light is coming from and place one of you ﬂashes from the
same direc8on. I will provide guidance on gelling your ﬂash
to enhance the look and feel of light or to add the look of
sunlight.
We will start of with one light per person (main or key light)
we will then add another light to this setup to act as ﬁll. I will
provide guidance on the placement, but will encourage you
to experiment by placing the lights yourself. As a star8ng
point try side ligh8ng ﬁrst ( I can help with this if you require
it)
Squirrel Food Placement
Squirrel Food Placement is key to geJng good images, try
not to place lots of food down, or all over the place. You will
also learn which types of foods work best in rela8on to
placement and how the squirrels behave (you will just have
to wait and see) and that’s part of the learning and fun.
Looking AAer Yourself
It can get very cold where the squirrels live, so bring plenty of
warm clothes, a hat and gloves, together with a sit maF. You
will be siJng and wai8ng around, so you may get cold more
quickly. Bring a ﬂask of tea or coﬀee and food to eat, stay
hydrated and if you are uncomfortable please tell me.

All of the above informa8on is simply guidance and not a set
of speciﬁc rules, you may ﬁnd new solu8ons and ideas to
photographing the red squirrels, but if you have any
ques8ons please let me know I will try to answer them.
Many Thanks
Gareth Fletcher Davies K2Photographic
3

4

